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SD. NNE T 
'To Mr. H. I. AW ES on his Airs. 


H ARRY, whoſe tuneful ind well-meaſured long : | 
Firſt taught our Engliſh muſic how to ſpan 

Words with juſt note and accent, not to ſcan 

With Midas ears, committing ſhort and long; ni 
Thy worth and ſkill exempts thee from the crane,” 
With praiſe enough for envy to look wan; 


To after- age thou ſhalt be writ the man, 


Thou honour'ſt verſe, and verſe muſt lend her wing 
To honour thee, the Prieſt of Phoebus? quire, 
That tun'ſt their happieſt lines in hymn, or ſtory. 
Dante ſhall give Fame leave to ſet thee higher 
Than his Caſella, whom he woo'd to ſing 
Met in the milder ſhades of purgatory. 


JOHN MILTON. 


That with ſmooth air could'ſt humour beſt our tongue. | 


0” i. 0 - Þ * vow 


1 gs - 


A FEW years ago 1 accidentally found, in the Library of a 
Friend, the firſt folio edition of Mr. George Sandys's Pa- 
raphraſe upon the Divine Poems, in which the Melodies here re- 


printed were affixed to certain Pſalms in his verſion of that part 
of the Poetical Scriptures. -I had never before chanced to meet 


with any of Henry Lawes's muſic ; but the Sonnet of his Friend 
Milton, which praiſes him for, what I have ever thought the chief 
though much diſregarded merit of vocal compoſitions, a ſtrict 


obſervance of rhythmus and ſyllabic accent, had given me a 
predilection for it. I took the Book therefore to an inſtrument, 


and found upon trial, that not only theſe two points were Care- 
fully attended to, but, that the compoſer had alſo very judiciouſly 
varied his airs, in order to expreſs the joyous, plaintive, or ſup- 
plicatory ſentiments which the Stanza they accompanied conveyed. 


I perceived, alſo, that when that very ſimple mode of notation in 


which they were printed, was enlivened and embelliſhed by ſuch 


additional appoggiaturas and natural graces as a modern Singer 


of taſte uſually throws into any air which he executes, eſpecially 
in flow movements, they appeared to polleſs a kind of merit almoſt 
peculiar to themſelves, that of keeping an exact medium between 
the dull drawling mode of the German and French Pſalm Tunes, 
and the hght trivial caſt of the common vernacular Song. Such 
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a medium, though very difficult to preſerve, I have long thought 
was the thing wanted, in order to the improvement of Parochial 
Pſalmody, and therefore I was led to believe that if the old Melodies 
before me were ſomewhat modernized, (and why ſhould not old 
muſic as well as old poetry be ſo treated?) they would become an 


excellent ſpecimen of that particular ſpecies of Church compoſition. 


The ingenious Editor, who, at my requeſt, undertook ſo to mo- 
dernize them, has executed the taſk much to my own ſatisfaction; 
how far the public may give them its approbation can only be 
known by the trial. In order, however, that it may have every 


thing requiſite towards forming an impartial judgment, the ori- 


ginal Melodies are placed before every variation,* and printed 
without any alteration whatever. From theſe ſome of the varia- 
tions are tranſpoſed into-lower keys, in order to adapt them the 
better to the uſual pitch of Soprano Voices, the ſtrain frequently 
running too high, which is ſomewhat ſingular, conſidering the 
time in which they were compoſed, when, it may be conjectured, 


the trick of the Falſetto was little known and leſs practiſed; yet, as 
at that time the art of ſinging by note and at ſight was much 
more univerſal than it is at preſent, and accompanying inſtru- 
ments leſs in uſe, the key note might be varied at the performer's 
pleaſure, and that taken which beſt ſuited the compaſs of Bay « Own. 


| voice. 


It 


| * I uſe the word variation, as the Editor has alſo done on the- muſical page, in a more 
confined if not different ſenſe from that technical one employed by compoſers when they 


break into diviſions vulgar and ſecular tunes by multiplying notes, &c. and this for want 


of a ſingle term better appropriated to the flight deviations which theſe modernized 


| Melodies will be found to have from their reſpective originals, 
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It is ſaid in the old title-page, that the Melodies were intended 


for private devotion, with a thorough-baſe for voice or inſtrument. 


They are therefore properly Solo Tunes, though a baſe voice might, 
in performance, accompany the treble; however to ſhew how eaſily 
more parts might be added, two of the variations are alſo ſet for two, 
and another for four voices. Sir John Hawkins, in his Hiſtory of 
Muſic, tells us, that Henry Lawes, in conjunction with his Brother 


| William, publiſhed a {et of Pſalm Tunes in four parts. Theſe have 


never ſeca, but I much ſuſpect that what they may have gained 1 in 
harmony they have loſt in air and expreſſion. 


Having now ſaid all that may be neceſſary with reſpect to the 
Muſical liberties which have been taken with the original Compoſer, 


it behoves me to ſay ſomewhat of thoſe taken with the Poet. 


Mr. George Sandys was by no means a bad verſifier. He appears 


{eſpecially when out of the fetters of tranſlation) to have an ear 


much ſuperior to Cowley, and many other contemporary Poets, 
who, if they had not more celebrity at the time, have retained 
what they then had to a later period. But no Poet, either then or 


even to the preſent hour, has, when writing profeſſedly for muſic, 
attended ſufficiently to the choice of ſuch words as are replete with 


open vowels and liquid conſonants; words of a contrary deſcrip- 


tion, ſuch as neglef, reject, juſt, ibruſt, &c. &c. eſpecially in the rhym- 


ing part of the verſes, be they either in couplet or alternate, have 
in ſinging the moſt diſagreeable effect imaginable : whereas, if 
{uch obvious rules were obſerved as any muſical and poetical ear 
might lay down for itſelf, when about to write verſe for this pecu- 


lar purpoſe, I am convinced that the Englith Language would 


appear 


( iv ) 


appear to have, what I will venture to call a vocality of intonation, 
inferior to no modern language, except the Italian. But this, as I 


have ſaid, has as yet been never attended to: neither, indeed, would 


it be worth any Poet's while to attend to it, becauſe, ſo long as, 
even in vocal muſic, harmony (and frequently a multifarious one) 
takes the lead of melody, not only in chorus, but in air alſo, the 
words muſt of neceſſity be rendered either inaudible or unintelli- 


gible, and therefore why ſhould the writer ſtudy to reader them 


fluent and flexible. 


With ſome portions of the Poetry, for which theſe Melodies were 


compoſed, I have however taken this freedom. The many harſhly- 


ſounding rhymes, which I found the Verſes incumbered with, 
induced me to do ſo. But it was that defect only, and not the 


vanity of improving upon my Author in any other way than that 


which I have mentioned, which prompted the undertaking. I am 
ſo far from thinking the verſion improved as a verſion, that I ſu- 
ſpect my ſedulity to ſoften the diction has ſometimes weakened the 


ſenſe. Be this as it may, as all the metres (jingling as many of 
them are) are left as I found them, the original lines may be re- 


ſtored at pleaſure. 


Thus on the one hand, as the muſical editor has taken occaſion 
ſometimes to deviate from the modulation of Lawes, yet, without 


departing from his air, I have altered the verſification of Sandys 


without changing his metre. Whether either of us have acted 
juſtifiably the muſical and poetical critic (could they be united in 


the ſame perſon) would be the moſt competent and perhaps the 
moſt favourable judge. 
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I will not conclude this preface, though already, perhaps, too 
long for the purpoſe, without adding ſome little account of Henry 
Lawes, as many perſons, not in poſleflion of Sir John Hawkins's 
voluminous Hiſtory of Muſic, may with for ſome degree of bio- 


graphical information concerning him. 


He was the ſecond ſon of the Rev. William Lawes, a Vicar 


Choral in the church of Saliſbury. He and his elder brother, 


William, were educated as muſicians, and became gentlemen of 


the King's Chapel. At the time of the civil war, William followed 
the Royal Standard, and was ſlain by a caſual ſhot at the ſiege of 
Cheſter, 1645, where his Royal Maſter, from a feeling of huma- 


nity which does his memory honour, wore mourning for him. 


Henry, who, if not leſs loyal, was certainly leſs military, ſupported 
himſelf during the iaterregnum by purſuing his muſical profeſſion, 
and gaining what ſcanty emolument he could from it, in ſuch in- 
harmonious times, and by the eaſe and facility of his manners ac- 
quired the eſteem of all parties. He lived to ſee Monarchy reſtored, - 


and died October 1, 1662, two years after he had compoſed the 


Coronation Anthem of Charles II. 


The Hiſtorian, from whoſe life of him I have made this abridg- 
ment,“ gives us the following paragraph concerning him. If 
** we were to judge of the merit of Henry Lawes, as a muſician, 
from the numerous teſtimony of authors in his favour, we ſhould 


* rank him amongſt the firſt that this country has produced; but, 
* ſetting theſe aſide, his title to fame will appear but ill grounded; 


notwithſtanding 


See Hiſtory of Muſic, vol. 4, p. 56 and 57. 
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* notwithſtanding he was a ſervant of the church he contributed 

e nothing to its ſtores, His talent lay chiefly in the compoſition of 

* ſongs for a ſingle voice, and in theſe the great and almoſt only 
— excellency 1 is, the exact correſpondence between the accent of the muſic 
* and the quantities of the verſe; and if the Poems of Milton and 
* of Waller be attended to, it will be found that his care in chis 
particular, is His chef pra . 


This, with ſubmiſſion to the elaborate Critic, is (as I have ſaid 
already) in my opinion, one of the principal merits of a vocal com- 
Poſer. I ſhould not, however, have heſitated to think that Lawes 
might have had more of the ſcience of his profeſſion than this au- 


thor chuſes to allow him, had not Dr. Burney (whoſe opinion muſt F 
for various reaſons have greater weight than that of a mere anti- 5 
quary) informed me, that after a thorough and ſtudious examina- F 
tion of his works, he could not give him a higher eulogy in the 3 
laſt volume of his Hiſtory now in the preſs. I ſuppoſe, therefore, 3 
the truth to be this, that though no ſcientific or theoretical harmo- 1 
niſt, he had that inborn taſte and feeling which enabled him to 9 
give to verſe an original, delicate, and expreſſive melody, which, 4 


perhaps, he had alſo the talent to ſet off to the beſt advantage, by 
his own vocal powers, in a way novel at the time, when ſolo air was 5 
in 1ts infancy, and by this means to convey poetical ſentiment | 


through that muſical medium in the moſt intelligible and pathetic 3 
manner. If this was the caſe, the Poets of the time, would, from q 


ſomething 


* ts. „* ——_— 


2 


F Wen may infer this ſrom his not having only compoſed the original muſic ſor Comus, 
but alſo from his acting the Attendant Spirit, and ſinging the concluding air in that 
gu Maſque. 
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(6 
ſomething more than a ſelf-intereſted motive, from the dictates of 


reaſon and good ſenſe, applaud a compoſer who made his art ſub- 
ſervient to their own; and therefore, as Milton ſays, ſince he Honour d 


verſe, verſe was in all gratitude bound to honour him: 


With like gratitude, though with feebler powers of expreſling 
it, Waller alſo wrote his encomium, and in ſo doing, like Milton, 
reprobated the other compoſers of his day, whoſe muſic, as he 
quantly expreſſes it, let in . the light of the Poet's ſenſe 

dim and faint 
Like a church window thick with paint. 


Whereas his favorite Lawes, 
| . could truely boaſt 
That not a ſyllable is Ioft.* 


From all which we may juſtly infer, as we have done, that, how- 
ever his muſic might then, or may now, be diſeſteemed by the 
profeſſed harmoniſts, who frequently judge more by the eye than 


the ear, and try every thing by the old ſevere laws of counterpoint, 


it yet poſſeſt a ſimplicity, a pathos, and propriety, which rendered 


it that true adjunct of poetry, which, with Jmooth air, could humour 
befl our Tongue. | 


| How far theſe little Melodies may tend to ſupport this inference, 
the public will decide. No melody or tune, however, can be ex- 


pected: 
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* See Waller's Poem to Henry Lawes, who had ſet one of his ſongs, 1635, 
+ See Milton's Sonnet prefixt, ver. 8. 
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pected to unite 1ts ſeveral notes to ſubſequent ſtanzas ſo perfectly 
as it does to the firſt, The very nature of ſtanzas forbids it, which 
never are, or can be, written with that exactitude of rhythm and 
accent, which any given air can adapt itſelf to, without varying its 
tones with every variation of the concomitant verſes. 


I have only further to obſerve, that the beſt of theſe movements 
{for they certainly are not all of them equally good)* will require 
more taſte and practical {kill to do them juſtice than common vocal 
performers may be aware of: to lead, therefore, to their proper 
execution, certain Italian terms, adopted by muſical writers, in or- 
der to mark what ſpecies of expreſſion ſhould be given by the 
voice, are prefixed to each of the variations. Terms on this occa- 
ſion which do not ſo much affect the time and movement as the 
taſte and manner of performance. All theſe, however, would be 
quite unneceſſary were the ſinger previouſly to make himſelf ac- 
quainted with the general ſentiment of each pſalm, and during his 
performance devoutly keep in mind that Divine Being, unto whom 
the ſentiment was originally addreſſed by the inſpired Pſalmiſt. 


As To, r 


barn W. MASON. 


+ I have ventured to mark with an aſteriſk (*) at the end of each Pſalm, thoſe tunes 
which appear to me to haye ſuperior merit. 
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i * man is 6850 bleſt who ſcorns to ſtray 


By falſe advice, or walks the ſinner's way; 


Or deigns to mingle with the ſons of pride, 


Who God contemn and piety deride. 


In heav'n's eternal law 1s his delight, 


That facred page he ſtudies day and night: 


Hence, like a tree beſide the living ſtream 


His laden boughs with fruit maturely teem. 


His leaf ſhall ne'er decay; the Lord ſhall bleſs 


His ev'ry action with deſired ſucceſs: 
Not ſo the wicked, they thro! folly blind, 
Shall fly like chaff before che furious wind. 


Hope not ye ſinners then to ö Rand ſecure, 


When call'd to God's tribunal with the pure: 


For he who ſmooths the path the righteous tread, 


Denounces vengeance on the guilty head. 
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But God, from his celeſtial ſphere, 


C I give to my begotten Son 
* This day poſſeſſion of his throne... 


All that earth's ampleſt circles bound; 
Thou ſhalt an iron ſceptre {way, : 
Jo cruſh the flaves who diſobey.“ 


Be wiſe then, ye terreſtrial Kings, 


Contempt your ſure deſtruction brings, 


FS A LM 


HY are the Gentiles furious grown; 
Why do earth's Potentates and Kings 
Preſume to ſay contemptuous things. 
Gainſt God and his anointed Son: 

Break we, they cry, theſe ſervile bands, 

And caſt their cords from our free hands. 


Shall all their vain attempts deride, 
And, high incens'd, thus check their pride : 
25 My fixt decree, ye nations, hear, 


* On Sion's hill behold him crown'd, 
He hears me ſay, my Son, I deign 
© To give to thy extended reign 


Revere, and tremble at his word; 
Salute him your anointed Lord: 


His ſlighteſt wrath will ſeal your fate, 
His bleſſings on the Juſt await. 


Fred is 4 ar 44 


Jes ( 


73 


| ' 1 

= oo . Bind Ret BY . KERS | | 

+ W965 d Ee ibs an l 
1 — | 


1 
1 
» 
« 
C | 
. 
1 
MM 
1 E 
* 
1 
9 
Ef 
2 
"= 
Y 
x 3 
1 
N | 
4 
4 
T3 
= 
8 
1 
4 
= 


. 1 | — n „ „eee ae, 4-4 7 hn 
2 TT 22 | _—_ TT D 
2 . 
| 1 
"ih 2 3 FR. II "Vs 1 1 2 ; 2 2 1 * 2 | —_ ä 
— I 3 nr 1 — 
* ariation 8 = 
A empo c — 5 
p — WORAY ee. —_ * 122 — J 
hear _—_— eee 1 
n | - - 
07 x | 


i Why are the Gentiles fu-rious grown, Why do E arths Poten- 
. 4 4 Y "0 1 1 . — . 1 1 y of a * . 
5 eee 4 4 | | 1 ; 


— : -tates and Kings Preſume to ay eee things elan 


1 7 "] 28 A 
T_T 
T1 | 


God and his a nointed EE Break we they cry theſe 


n 


* 


. 1 
| | 1 
* b 1 ” | A 
ke © " 
y : 
i «NE Fade KA ( F 
5 * . * — . 
* — ” * 1 . 
"#1 4 4 ; 2 : ; 


# } 4 4 | 1 if * a L * | ; ] : In | « | NY , I ' 


1 | | W 


1 

+ AH ſt 
1 
1 


3 = 


— 


; IL ——— 2 — —— 

ö | e : . 

| ſervile ' ban Je, And caſt their cords from our rue hands - 
7 1 ' 7 | - a 

— Oz — 


1 1 


$a 
\ 
\ 


J.-L [11 III! ö 
: as | THe 
2 |. i 2 6 
| | 5 | ou < 
1 - | , . 2 
III 7 S 
— . | ab ” 14444 1 
| 2 | | rin : 
4 7 Ko 
"=p 115 . by 
9 
Tt to &@ | _ ; 4 — — 
2 — | | Prem Ye 8 : b= - Ft 
| 5.4 4 > | © 
HM HT = [i 
2 ; Li LL | | | 1 , : 
Ts 8 4 8 — wy — =o | 2 
3 * — 2 : 5 = ; 
8 as 8-3 || 8 [IT 
- 4" 2 5 7 o | 6 
4 Of an 8 — 
MF 1142 | ; Z ſ | | 6 
8 |. 2 1 c — , 
' „„ : 4 * ö 
2 * - > 
8 oY 4 1 
FT | © — W | 2 ; by 
if * , | . - 1 ** a 
＋ Py md g a 3 . 22 { 
' A : 5 x N SG iN = * © 
23 2 | | T6 
| & 74 5 | | 
| — — 2 2 
a 5 =. = $20 "I 
5 | [ole | Q :: x E bd W A = 
| 0 1 . * 4 9 4 
hd % i A ö . 27 / 
7 Fd R 10 . +4 2 { | 
3 | : — | 


— —— ey 
_— - 


— — 


— 2 "rg NE * . "= i AL — — r 2 Freren 
— — 2 verge — __— — ; g => ap — —— 1 0 = . . I : - 2 r 4 
— 7 9 N 8 2 * ä * e * — + * e 2 2 p _— 


e 


—— CC a era — : - 
a > At ee * 


ads. 


© dk os tt rg the lr rt * 


" 
2. 3 Z * 1 — = Ac SEAT CI 
2 bg i IA HE, Meier at I NP AL TR n —— = \ 


_— 2 — . 
rr Foo Al & AE GORE INI OTIS + 


32 
. 
. 
3 


5 
2 
„ 
1 
. 
£59 * 
83 
3 
1 
1 
775 
8 Ne 
1 : 
15 
77 
4 x 
1 
* 
* ö 
fl 
74 N 
2 


4 6 1 


b S A 1 M - 1s, 


MI“ God, how do my foes increaſe, 


What multitudes againſt me riſe ; 5 


Who cry his ſoul ſhall have no peace, 
Whom God forſakes and men deſpiſe, 


But chou art my defence and tower, 


Thy ſmiles my ſoul with rapture fill; 


When to thy throne my prayer I pour, 


Thou hear'ſt me from thy holy hill. 


Nor myriads of aſſailing foes, 


Nor treaſons dark my ſoul diſmay ; ; 
For thou prolong” ſt my calm repoſe, 


My watch by . my guard by day. 


Still ſhalt thou ſmite the PLACES jaws 
That aim the righteous to devour, 
And alway vindicate the cauſe 


Of thoſe who ſupplicate thy power. 
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| To guardian of my truth and me 


Who from theſe toils hath ſet me free, 
O hear my Prayer, 
Make me thy care, 


For mercy dwells with thee. 


How long, ye ſons of men, will you 


To God alike and man untrue 
My name diſgrace, 
My worth debaſe, 


And vanity purſue. 


Know that Heav'n's promiſe ſtandeth ſure 
To aid the virtuous and the pure : 

God's holy ear 

Their vows will hear, 


And bid them ſleep ſecure. 


O fin not, but devoutly try, 
As on your nightly couch you lie, 
Your: ſouls to raiſe 
By prayer and praiſe, 
And place your hopes on high. 
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5 0 HEAR me, Lord, be thou inclin'd 


My prayer to ponder 1 in thy mind, 


And let my cry acceptance find: 


To thee before the day ſtar riſe, 


1 ſend my morning facrifice, 


And waft it to the orient ſkies, 


| Fountain of ſpotleſs purity, 


No vice, no folly dwells with thee 
No ſon of ſhame thy face ſhall ſee: 


Deceit and falſehood ſhare thy hate . 


All cruelty, all tell debate, 


Thy vengeance gives to ſudden fate. 


But I will to thy courts repair, 
Since infinite thy mercies are, 


And on my knees adore thee there; 


Implore thee to direct my way, 


And guard me in this dang rous day, 


When foes ariſe my ſoul to lay. — 
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Tuονð God on whom my hopes repoſe 


From all my foes, 
Who wrath and violence intend | | 
My life defend ; T 5 
Leſt lion-like, if none controul, 
They tear my perſecuted ſoul. 


If fraud, Give: or calumny 
Be found in me; 

If evil I did cer . 

= TO foe or friend, 

Or kindly did not ſuccour thoſe 


Whom reaſon bad me Hoon my foes, 


Then let thoſe foes my 10 1 purſue 


And ſwift ſubdue; 


Let their proud feet upon my head 


In triumph tread; 
My life with e ſlay, 


And in the duſt my honour lay. 


But I am guiltleſs: Rite then Lord, 


And aid afford; 35 5 
Dread Judge, thy 8 2 mk. 
And vengeance take. 
O King of Kings, aſcend thy throne, 
That all thy equity may OWN, — 
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Lup how illuſtrious | is thy name, 


Thy power both heav'n and earth proclaim ; 


Thy glory thou has rais'd on high, 
Above the radiance of the ſky. 


"4 Thou, Lord, inſpir f che infant tongue, 
With power to ſwell the holy ſong, 
That fo the impious and profane 
May hear and tremble at the ſtrain: 
3 When the heav'n's pure fabric ſee, 
The moon, the ſtars, diſpoſed by thee, - 

I cry, are all theſe acts of grace 
Ordain'd for man and his frail race. 


4 Near to thy angels he 1s plac'd, 


With Majeſty and glory grac'd, 2 
The King of all thy creatures made 


That graze the Plane, or haunt the ſhade. 
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„Der all that wing the azure ky, 


OC'er all in ocean's bed chat lie, 


He holds an undiſputed claim: 


* Lord how illuſtrious is thy name!”  * 
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PHE will I praiſe with heart and voice, 


Thy wond rous works aloud proclaim; 
In thee, my God, will I rejoice, 


And crown with praiſe thy glorious name. 


Thy terror to inglorious flight, 


O God of Hoſts, has put my foes; 


Thy vengeance vindicates my right, 


Thy truth, thy juſtice aids my cauſe. 


The proud are fall'n, the heathen die, 


Oblivion ſhall their names entomb ; 
Deſtruction 0 thou enemy. 


Thou now receiv'ſt thy final e 


Cities and towns. by then defiroy d, 


Their memory with their walls decays ; ; 


But God "I ever ſhall abide, 
And high his throne of juſtice raiſe. 
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"NONTINUE, Lord, to be my guide, 
YA In time of trouble ceaſe to hide 
Thy chearing face; 
Diſplay thy grace; 
Defend me from the ſons of pride, 
And let them by their own 
Deſigns be overthrown. 


The wicked make their boaſt profane, 
And praiſe the covetous and vain, 
By thee, O Lord, 
So much abhorr'd. 
Yes, they deſpiſe thy righteous. reign, 
All truſt in thee deride, 
And glory in their pride. —— 


But thou wilt hear the orphan's prayer, 

And when thy ſervants, worn with care, 
To thee complain 

In humble-ſtrain, 

Wilt ſtill incline thy pitying ear; 

Give them the balm of Peace, 

And bid th' oppreſſor ceaſe. 
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HEE: Lord ! for godly men decay ; 
All faith from mortals boſoms flies, 
Partners in vice from truth they ſtray, 
And deal in frauds and vanities ; 
Their converſe 1s replete with lies, 
” They only flatter to betray. 


God ſhall the haughty lips deſtroy _ 
Of thoſe that ſwell with proud diſdain, 
Who, arrogantly boaſting, cry, 
Our tongues the conquelt ſhall obtain, 
„They are our own, who ſhall reſtrain, 
„Or claim o'er us the ſov'reignty ?” 


But lo, to vindicate the poor, 

Whoſe ſupplications pierce the ſkies, 
And pity from their God implore, 

That God hath faid © I will ariſe, 

And from the foes who them deſpiſe, 
* Deliver all that Me adore.” 


God's EE word is pure as gold 
In melting furnace ſeven times try'd ; 
His arms of mercy ſhall infold 
All thoſe who in his truth abide; 
The wicked range on every fide 

When impious hands the ſceptre hold. 
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PS A L M XIII. 


| | OW long, my God, ſhall I 


or In thine oblivion lie? ? 

For ever, Lord, wilt thou 1 
Conceal in clouds thy brow ? — 
How long in ſorrow laid 


Muſt I implore chine aid? 


5 2 For ever muſt my foes 
Prevent my ſoul's repoſe? 
Hear, gracious God, my cries, 
Illuminate my Eyes, 
Leſt in the ſleep of death Fi 
1 yield my final breath; ” þ 
3 Ke thoſe who wiſh me ſlain | 8 8 
0 


Should triumph in my pain. 
But in thy ſaving grace, 
O Lord, my hopes I place: 
Prolong thou then my days 
That I may ſing thy praiſe. 
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P'S A L M N. 


ME fool hath ſaid, with heart profane, 
Sad rules not in theſe realms below ;”* 
Hence all their deeds from malice flow, 


And univerſal evils reign. 


This, from his high celeſtial throne, 
| Jehovah ſaw, and furious ſaid 
All goodneſs from the earth is fled, 


And none are righteous, no not one. 


Say why beneath the iron rod 

Of rapine do the people bow ; 

Why do their tyrants diſavow 
Mercy to man and fear of God. 

Soon will I cruſh this impious race, 
Salvation ſoon to Sion ſend ; 

Iſrael ſhall find hop God her friend 4 
And Jacob feel redeeming grace. 
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=: \ \ 7 HO, my God, ſhall in thy fane, 
Or thy holy hill remain ? 


Who but he that juſt and true 


Speaks the truth and acts it too. 


2 He whoſe guileleſs heart and tongue 
Scorn to do his neighbour wrong; 
He who with averted eye 


Flies from fraud and infamy. 


3 He who to ſelf. merit blind, 
Loves a brother's worth to find, 
Keeps the oath he dar'd to ſwear, 
Tho' his intereſt bids forbear, 


4 He whoſe hand diſdains to take 
Baſe rewards for lucre's ſake. - 
He who thus his actions guides, 


Firm of footſtep never ſlides. 
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SAL M 1. 


Y God, my guardian, and my friend, 
O why doſt thou withdraw thy aid, 
Nor to my plaintive voice attend ? 
Have I not dayly to thee pray'd, 
And nightly thro the curtain'd ſhade ; 1 
' Yet would'ſt not thou thy pity lend. 5 by 


Still thou art holy; thron'd on high; 
Still Iſrael's ſons thy praiſe reſound: 
On thee, our fathers did rehe, 
Their faith thy wreaths of conqueſt crown 'd: 
They ſought, and thy deliverance found ; 
They truſted, and thy aid was nigh. 


But I, a helpleſs worm, am made 
The ſcorn of men, deſpiſed by all; 
My woe with inſults they upbraid, 
Will God, ſay they, redeem from thrall 
The ſuppliant wretch, or hear his call? 
Then let him this his fav'rite aid. 


Yet from the womb was I by thee 

Releas' d; while at my mother's breaſt | 
I hung, thy mercy nurtur'd me, 

Thro' life, my guide, my God profeſs'd ; 

O aid me then while now diſtreſs'd, 
Thou only canſt thy ſervant free. 
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His immortal power proclaim, 


Magnify his awful name. 


Him in all the beauty bleſs 

Of ſublimeſt holineſs ; 

Hark, his voice with terror breaks, 
God, our God, in thunder ſpeaks 


From a dark and ſhow'ry cloud; 
O'er the floods that roar aloud, 
Powerful 1s that voice on high, 
Full of might and majeſty, —— 
He che raging flood reſtrains ; 


He a king eternal reigns ; 


He his people ſhall increaſe, 


Arm with power, and bleſs with peace. 


Praiſe the Sov'reign of the ſky ; 
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PEST, o thrice bleſt is he, 


Who by repentance free, 


Beholds his pardon ſeal'd, 


His fins by mercy veil'd. 


This truth myſelf I prov'd, 


When, far from hope remov'd, 


I felt affliction ſpread 


Its horrors o'er my head. 


Parch'd as by ſummer's ray 


My moiſture dry'd away, 


Beneath the angry rod 
Of an offended God. 


At length with holy fear, 


With penitence and prayer 


My ev ry ſin I own'd,, © 


And peace and pardon found. 
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Tur Lord will I for ever king 
In lofty hymns his praiſe expreſs, 
And ſing with holy mirth ; 
All humble minds ſhall ſhare my joy, 
And join with me to magnify 


The King of e and earth. 


My prayer iſcended: to his ear, 

He ſav' d me from the ſtorms of fear j 
And ſo ſhall all the meck 

Who fly to him, his aid receive, 

His mercy is as free to give, 

As "s his aid to ſeek. 


O taſte and ſee with one accord, 
How good, how gracious, is the Lord : 
They who their maker o. 


Shall feel no want; che lions roar 


For food, but them, who God implore, 


His peace and plenty crown. 
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SAID, I will regard my way, 
Leſt I ſhould ſtray; 
With caution, as with bridle-rein, 
My tongue reſtrain: 


And, when the ſons of pride are 1 


Forbear to argue or reply. 


From words of truth, from juſt complaint, 


With cloſe reſtraint, 
My voice I held, till grief ſevere 


Too great to bear, 


' Boil'd in my breaſt, and fir'd my tongue 


With fervor to proclaim its wrong. 


Lord, let me know my end, I cry d, 


Nor longer hide 

The number of my days; declare 
My lateſt rear: 

Short at the beſt, a very ſpan, 


As nothing 1 is the age of man. 


His ſtate though ſwelb d by forrung high, 


'To vanity ; 
His life a ſhadow light and vain! 


With toil and pain, 
He heaps up riches year on year, 


Yet knows not who ſhall be his heir, 
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PSALM XXXI * | 
| . \ [ HO truſts 3 in thee, my God, from ſhame defend ; * 
f D ever juſt, at this diſtreſsful hour, | | g 
Lend me thy willing aid, be thou my friend, 1 ll 
My rock, my fortreſs, my ſalvation's tower. 3 ö | 
2 Still to thy ſervant lend thy bear nly aid ; 7 OY i 
Still from the ſnares of fin my foorſteps guide) Ee [ 
IP "= _ from the tangling net in ſecret laid, i} 
Releaſe my ſoul, whoſe hopes in thee confide. 
3 To thy ſafe hands my ſpirit I commend : 4 
0 my redeemer ! O thou God of truth 
The baſe, the falſe, and who to idols bend, 
1 ever A but lov'd thee from my youth. 
4 Still let me then thy dear protection boaſt, 
Which favd my. ſoul when ſorrow brought] it low; ; 
| Reliev'd me when all other hope was loſt, 
Nor left me to the triumph of the foe. 8 
C 2 
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This Pſalm being written, in what Dryden calls the Heroic Stanza, now chiefly uſed 

in Elegiac compoſitions, and the 1ſt and 72d in the Epic meaſure, the three ſeveral Melodies 
may be adapted to ſome of the beſt pieces of ſerious Poetry in our language. 
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68 is our refuge and our tower; 
| He guards us by his mighty power, 
When danger threatens to devour j 


Thus guarded, fink chis earthly ball, 


1 mountains into ocean fall, 


Yet ſtill the juſt ſhall triumph all. 


God has a city rais'd on high, 
Which heav nly ſtreams of grace fupply, 


There ſhall the Juſt for ſhelter fly ; 


He in its centre takes his place : 
What foe can thoſe fair towers deface, 


Which his eternal glorigs graces 
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J FT all with glad accord, 


4 The voice of triumph raiſe ; 


With hymns adore their Lord, 
And loudly ſing his praiſe: 
Who from above 
His lightning flings ; 
The King of Kings, 
| Of all that move. 


In glory he aſcends, 
Loud let the trumpet blow; 
To earth's remoteſt ends, 
Loud let our praiſes flow : 
For God 1s King 
Of all the earth; 
With holy mirth 
His praiſes ſing. 


He o'er the heathen reigns, 
Plac'd on his heav'nly throne, 
All whom the earth ſuſtains 
Shall worſhip him alone: 
His Shield extends 
In their defence ; 
His excellence 
All height tranſcends, 
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PS A L. M _ LXXIL * 


MI AY heav'n's own wiſdom God's Anointed crown; 
May truth exalt his Son to fair renown ; 
May He with equity the people ſway, 
And juſtice in the ſcale of mercy weigh. 
2 Then ſhall each hill with plenteouſneſs increaſe, 
Each mountain flouriſh with the fruits of peace; 
While he the father of his realm ſhall reign, 
Exalt the humble and debaſe the vain. 


3 So while the radiant ſun directs the day, 
Or moon the night, his children ſhall obey: 
He ſhall deſcend like ſoft and vernal ſhowers, 
That clothe the earth and fill her lap with flowers. 


4 The juſt ſhall flouriſh in his golden days, 
And peace abound while ftars diffuſe their rays ; 
He ſhall from fea to fea extend his reign, 
From ſwift Euphrates to the fartheſt main. 
71717. 
The tune (as Sir John Hawkins tells us)“ is now, and, beyond the memory of any now 
living, has been played by the chimes of St. Lawrence Jewry, London.“ It was probably 


a favorite with the people after the Reftoration, as well an account of the words, as 1s 
pleaſing air. MY | 
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P'S 8 L M CES 


fp praiſe of heav'ns eternal king, 
My voice ſhall to the people ſing; 
The world ſhall hear, the good ſhall own, 
The mighty wonders he hath ſhewn ; 
Thoſe wonders that all praiſe tranſcend, 
That righteouſneſs that knows no end. 


Jehovah's fame ſhall mem'ry bear 
Thro' endleſs time's revolving year, 
For mercy as for might renown'd, 
Who, faithful to his promiſe, crown'd 
His people with a powerful hand, 
And planted in this pleafant land. 


Juſtice and truth perpetual ſhine 

In all his works, thoſe works divine; 
Corroding time ſhall ne'er decay, 

Or rob chem of that living ray 

That bids chem ſhine in blooming youth, 
Proofs of that juſtice, and that truth. 


Holy is heav'n's eternal king, 
His fear is wiſdom's facred ſpring, 
Which flows by piety refin d, 

To dignify the human mind: 

Hence then let praiſe eternal riſe 
Ia God, the great, che good, the wiſe. 
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PS A L. M CXXXVI. * 


HE bounty of Jehovah praiſe, 
Who heav'n's eternal ſceptre ſways ; 
hanks to the Lord of Lords be paid, 
Who all the tribes of being made. 


For from the King of Kings, 5 
Eternal mercy ſprings. 


2 O praiſe the God of Gods on high, 

Whoſe wiſdom form'd the vaulted ſky; 5 
And from the ocean's deep domain, 5 5 
Bad earth exalt her ample plain. 


For from, &c. 


3 He gave the ſun and moon their light, 
To guide the day and rule the night; 
He rang'd the ſtars from pole to pole, 
And taught the planets where to roll. 


For from, &c. 


4 He guards the faithful from their foes, - 
On all that breathe he food beſtows; 
Thanks then to him, from earth to heav- n, 
In one united ſtrain be given. 


For from the King of Kings, 
Eternal mercy, rings, — 


0-6 
It is ſuppoſed that if this Pſalm was performed in duo by two fine trebles, and the two 
laſt lines of each Stanza repeated by a ſtrong unzſon chorus, it would have a ſtriking effect. 
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